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Wishes from Qatar on  India's 75th Independence Day

EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar met Qatar’s DPM&FM in Doha

On 20 August, External Affairs Minister

Dr. S. Jaishanker met HE Sheikh

Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin

Jassim Al Thani- Deputy Prime Minister

and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Qatar. In

Doha during his visit. They exchanged

views on the latest developments

in Afghanistan

Qatar’s Special Envoy for Counter Terrorism and Mediation of 

Conflict Resolution Al-Qahtani visited India

Qatar’s Special Envoy of the Foreign Minister for Counter-terrorism And Mediation

of Conflict, Mutlaq bin Majed Al-Qahtani met the Joint Secretary JP Singh of the

External Affairs Ministry’s Pakistan-Afghanistan-Iran (PAI) Division, in New Delhi.

He also met EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar and Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan

Shringla on his two-day visit to India. They discussed several security issues

concerning Afghanistan.
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Repatriation of Indians 

evacuated from 

Afghanistan

Indian Embassy repatriated a

total of 283 Indian nationals

evacuated from Afghanistan.

Ambassador met Chairman of the General

Authority of Customs - State of Qatar HE

Ahmed bin Abdullah Al Jamal and

exchanged views on promoting bilateral

trade relations, customs cooperation and

mutual assistance, exchange of

information and expertise.

Second Joint Bilateral Naval Exercise Za’ir-al-Bahr

The second edition of Za’ir-

Al-Bahr, a bilateral Maritime

Exercise between the Indian

Navy (IN) and Qatar Emiri

Naval Force (QENF),

was conducted between 9-14

August 2021. It included

a three-day harbour phase

followed by a two-day sea

phase.

The sea phase comprised of 

Tactical Maritime Exercises 

involving Surface Action, Anti-

Piracy exercises, Air Defence, 

Maritime Surveillance, 

Boarding Operations and SAR 

Exercises.
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Virtual Buyer Seller meet on Marine Products

Embassy in collaboration with the Marine Products Export Development

Authority (MPEDA), India organized a Virtual Buyer-Seller meet on Marine

products in association with Indian Business Promotion Council of Qatar.

A number of Indian exporters and Qatari importers, industry representatives,

from Qatar and India participated with strong enthusiasm to target bilateral

seafood trade of $25 mn.
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Apples from Himachal Pradesh on display in FFC Qatar

Agriculture and processed food products authority (APEDA) in collaboration with

Himachal Pradesh Horticultural Produce Marketing and Processing Corporation

(HPMC) celebrated India's 75th year of independence as part of the export

promotion programme apples from Himachal Pradesh were exported to Qatar.

A variety of apples --Royal Delicious, Dark Baron Gala, Scarlet Spur, Red Velox

and Golden Delicious - were showcased at the apple promotion programme in

Qatar at stores of M/S Family Food Centre.
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Commemorating Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav – August 2021



Independence Day celebrations

Ambassador on 75th Independence Day of India hoisted the tricolor followed by

the singing of the National Anthem in the chancery premises. He read out

excerpts from Hon’ble President of India’s message to a gathering comprising of

Indian community members, officials of the Mission and their families.

In his address, Ambassador said that the Amrit Mahotsav is a celebration of

freedom fighters. He commended the efforts by the Indian community during

COVID-19 pandemic to help the fellow Indians in distress. he urged the Indian

Business community to become voice of ‘vocal for local’ and ‘local for global’

The event was live-streamed for the Indian community on social media channels.

A congratulatory video message sent by H.E. Abdullah bin Hamad Al Attiyah,

former Deputy Prime Minister of Qatar was played.

The event ended with the presentation of cultural programme by the students of

the Indian schools.
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Ambassador launched Pravasi Bhartiya

Sahayta Kendra (PBSK) Qatar, a

welfare initiative to provide round the

clock support and information to Indian

expatriates in Qatar.

A beta version of a Mobile Application

“India in Qatar” was also launched on

a pilot mode. The app is currently

available in App store and Play store.

Ambassador handed over Indian Community Benevolent Forum (ICBF) insurances

to 75 Indian workers.

There was also a launch of an initiative “Bridging Generations” - conversations with

senior Indian community members to bring forth their journey in Qatar since their

early days which would be 1950s, 60s and 70s for many. It aims to document and

pass on the journey of the Indian community in Qatar and with Qatar to younger

generations Indians and Qataris.

On the occasion of 75th India

Independence Day Ambassador

inaugurated a week long festival

of Indian products at Lulu

Hypermarkets ‘India Utsav’
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Indian Cultural Centre celebrated 75th Independence day on 15th Aug 2021.

There was an elaborate cultural programme by various associated

organisations, Mastero, TKS,Sanskriti, TGS, MMQ, BPQ, Palakkadan

Nattarangu, Galfar, TJQ, Samanvayam and KSQ.

Ambassador Dr. Deepak Mittal felicitated winners of Video competition on the

theme “Tribute to our Freedom Fighters” and winners of online Quiz program.

Image:Twitter

Image:Twitter



Indian Cultural Center organized Blood Camp

.
The event was inaugurated by
Ambassador Dr Deepak Mittal and
Director of Public Health Department at
the Ministry of Public Health Sheikh Dr
Mohamed bin Hamad al-Thani.

As many as 496 individuals donated blood at a camp organised by the

Indian Cultural Centre (ICC), as part of the India @75, 'Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav', (75 years Indian Independence celebrations) on August 13, with

support from the Hamad Medical Corporation.

With many spot registrations,

the camp was successfully

managed with a seamless

process from point of

registration to health check

clearance, blood drawing, and

issuance of appreciation

certificate with a medal
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Prominent Indian physician, Dr. Mohan Thomas was handed over the Pravasi

Bharatiya Samman Award (PBSA 2021) for his contribution in the field of

medicine as an ENT specialist and resident of Qatar for the last 38 years at a

felicitation ceremony conducted at Indian Cultural Centre (ICC) on Aug. 8 2021.

Ambassador Dr Deepak Mittal along with Qatar's former Prime Minister and

Interior Minister HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa al-Thani presented

Dr Thomas with the award.

Former Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Energy HE Abdullah bin Hamad

al-Attiyah and Qatar Airways Group CEO HE Akbar al-Baker congratulated Dr

Thomas through video messages screened at the function.

The event was attended by a number of Indian and Qatari dignitaries.

Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award Ceremony
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Handloom exhibition by Indian Women Association 

To commemorate National Handloom Day celebrated on 7 August every year the

Indian Women Association (IWA) in Qatar organised a Handloom Exhibition in

coordination with the Indian Cultural Centre. The expo organised on August 9,

2021 was inaugurated by IWA Patron and Chief Guest Dr Alpna Mittal in the

presence of ICC President Babu Rajan.

In the handicraft section, the creations of artisans were displayed and also hand-

made items by some IWA members.

The event was visited by representatives of the Qatar Women Association and the

international community.
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Indian Cultural Centre set up its Youth Wing

The Indian Cultural Centre (ICC) has formed the ICC Youth Wing Qatar Wing

(IYWQ) that will serve as a platform for the Indian youth in skills development

and decision-making process.

The event was held on August 10, with an address by Mr. Xavier Dhanraj

First Secretary and Coordinating Office for ICC from the Embassy of India

about his experience in setting goals, learning lessons and achieving targets.
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Science India Forum- Qatar organised a virtual event on August 12 to mark the

occasion of the birth anniversary of Dr Vikram Sarabhai, under 'Azadi Ka Amrit

Mahotsav', to commemorate 75 years of independence of India.

Scientist Dr. Vikram Ambalal Sarabhai, internationally regarded as the Father of

the Indian Space Program on 12 August, 2021.

SIF-Qatar has also announced a Qatar Children Science Congress (QCSC), a

unique hands-on activity where students get an opportunity to apply their

knowledge of science to address the real-life impediments to community

development.

SIFQ announced Space Scientist’s Programme

Image: Facebook



The Indian Media Forum (IMF),

an association of Indian

journalists working in different

media houses in Qatar,

organised a webinar titled ‘Media;

Challenges in Independent India

as part of the celebrations of the

75 years of Indian Independence.

Ambassador Dr. Deepak Mittal

inaugurated the webinar. Noted

Author, Orator and Member of

Indian Parliament (MP) Shashi

Tharoor attended the webinar as

the Chief Guest.

Prominent Indian community

leaders, social and cultural

activists and representatives of

different sociocultural

organisations of the Indian

community in Qatar attended the

webinar.
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JEE (Main) Exam 2021- Phase IV

Fourth phase of JEE (Main) exam

was conducted in Qatar from 26

Aug – 2 Sept, 2021 in six shifts. A

total of 88 candidates had

appeared in the exams.

Webinar by Indian Media Forum



President Ram Nath Kovind on Saturday

addressed the nation on the eve of 75th

Independence Day. During his address, the

President talked about Covid-19, Tokyo

Olympics, vision of Atma Nirbhar Bharat,

Jammu and Kashmir, Gaganyaan Mission,

climate change and Covid vaccination,

among others.

Highlights of the PM Modi’s Independence Day speech at Red 

Fort:

▪ 75th Independence Day should not be merely a ceremony; we have to march 

with new pledges for next 25 years.

▪ We have to ensure we meet our goal of building Aatmanirbhar Bharat when 

we celebrate 100 years of India’s Independence.

▪ PM Modi gives call for ‘Sabka Prayas’ along with ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 

Sabka Vishwas’ for building a new India.

▪ To honour the pain and suffering faced by people during the partition, the 

prime minister said that August 14 will now be observed as “Partition Horrors 

Remembrance Day.”

▪ Today, governmental schemes have picked up pace and are reaching their 

goals. From Ujjwala to Ayushman Bharat, the poor of the nation knows the 

strength and impact of these schemes.

▪ Over 4.5 crore new households have received piped water supply within two 

years of ‘Jal Jeevan Mission.’

Address by President of India Ram Nath Kovind to the nation on 

the eve of 75th Independence Day
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• It is essential to fully utilise the capabilities of India to take it to new heights in the 21st

century. For this, we have to hold hands of the section that is lagging behind.

• We have to bridge the gap between lives in villages and cities and reach out to the

deprived communities. For this, reservation is being ensured for Dalits, STs, backwards,

general category poor.

• The Northeast region, the Himalayan region, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, the coastal

belt and tribal regions will make a foundation for India’s development in the future.

Development should be inclusive, he added.

• For this, capitals of northeast states to be soon connected with railways and the entire

region will get connected with Bangladesh, Myanmar, southeast Asia for better

opportunities.

• In terms of Jammu and Kashmir, development is visible on ground, delimitation exercise is

on and preparations for assembly polls are underway in the UT.

• We are witnessing rapid transformation of our villages. In the past few years, facilities like

roads and electricity have reached villages.

• Today, the optical fiber network is providing the power of data to villages, and the internet

is reaching there. Digital entrepreneurs are getting ready in villages too.

• Small farmers, who own less than 2 hectares of land, must become the country’s pride. In

the coming years, we will increase the collective power of small farmers and give them

new facilities.

• We have to work together for the next-generation infrastructure, world-class

manufacturing, cutting innovations and new-age technology.

• Along with modern infrastructure, India needs to adopt a holistic approach in infrastructure

construction.

• India will launch ‘Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti National Master Plan’, a 100 lakh crore

national infrastructure master plan which will create a foundation for holistic infrastructure

and give an integrated pathway to our economy.

• Gatishakti will help local manufacturers turn globally competitive and develop possibilities

of new future economic zones. It will also provide employment opportunities for the youth.

• Today, the world can see that there is no dearth of political will in India. Good and smart

governance is needed to bring reforms. The world is a witness to how India is writing a

new chapter of governance.

• For the all-round development of the nation, it is essential to end the unnecessary

interference of government and government procedures in the lives of people.

• Seventy five Vande Bharat trains will connect every corner of India in 75 weeks of Amrit

Mahotsav of Independence.

• Efforts have increased in the last 7 years to free the people from unnecessary laws and

procedures. Several unnecessary laws have been scrapped so far.

• The government’s New Education Policy is a means to fight poverty, it will focus on

encouraging teaching in regional languages.

• We have to ensure India becomes self-reliant in energy production.

• Even during the pandemic, India has been receiving its highest foreign investment with its

forex reserves being at an all-time high.

• India is fighting challenges of terrorism and expansionism and dealing with them with great

courage.
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PM’s Interaction with Heads of Indian Missions on 

#LocalGoesGlobal.

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi interacted with Heads of Indian Missions

abroad along with stakeholders of the trade and commerce sector on 06 August

2021. Here're the key highlights!

Image:Twitter



22Newsletter VI - August 2021

Operation Devi Shakti

India on August 24, 2021 termed the

Afghanistan evacuation mission as

"Operation Devi Shakti". India has so far

evacuated more than 800 people from

Afghanistan after the Taliban's takeover

of Kabul and fall of the Afghanistan

government.

Indian Army Promotes 5 Women Officers to Colonel Rank

The Indian Army’s Selection Board for the first time promoted five women officers

to Colonel rank, post their completion of 26 years of service.

The women officers promoted to Colonel Time Scale rank are Lt Col Navneet

Duggal and Lt Col Sonia Anand from the Corps of Electronics and Mechanical

Engineers (EME), Lt Col Sangeeta Sardana from Corps of Signals, and Lt Col

Ritcha Sagar and Lt Col Reenu Khanna from the Corps of Engineers.

First nasal vaccine developed by Bharat Biotech

Bharat Biotech’s intra nasal vaccine is the first nasal vaccine that has received

the regulatory approval for phase-2 trials. This is the first of its kind COVID-19

jab to undergo human clinical trials in India. BBV154 is an intranasal

replication-deficient chimpanzee adenovirus SARSCoV-2 vectored vaccine.

Image:Twitter
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India competed at the 2021 World Athletics U20

Championships in Nairobi, Kenya, from 18 to 22 August 2021. India bagged

three medals.

India at the 2021 World Athletics U20 Championships

Image:Twitter

Amit Kumar - Silver in Men’s 

10000m Race Walk

Shaili Singh –Silver Medal

in Women's Long Jump

Barath Sridhar, Priya Mohan, Summy and Kapil

4x400m Mixed Relay Team won Bronze
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India-Kuwait Solar Energy Forum

Embassy of India, Kuwait, in

partnership with the Confederation

of Indian Industry (CII) and with

support from the Ministry of New &

Renewable Energy (MNRE),

Government of India, organized

India-Kuwait Solar Energy Forum

on 24th August 2021.

Indian Ambassador Sibi George

inaugurated the event and spoke

about the potential available for

cooperation between India and the

State of Kuwait and highlighted

various opportunities available in

the sector..

Dr. Ajay Mathur, Director General,

International Solar Alliance (ISA) gave

the keynote address.

Dr. Mohammad Al-Ramadhan, Deputy

Director General for Strategic Thrust

Programs, Kuwait Foundation for the

Advancement of Sciences (KFAS)

addressed the Forum and gave an

overview of Kuwait’s vision for

renewable energy sector.

A panel discussion on Unlocking the

Full Potential of India – Kuwait Solar

Energy Cooperation was organized

during the forum

India-Kuwait Joint Working Group on Medical Cooperation Meeting

India-Kuwait Joint Working Group on

Medical Cooperation Meeting was

held virtually on 31August 2021. The

JWG reviewed bilateral cooperation in

medical sector & agreed on a plan of

action to further deepen the extensive

cooperation, with experience of joint

fight against COVID-19.
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EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar attended swearing-in ceremony of Iranian 

President

At the invitation of the Government of Iran, External Affairs Minister Dr. S.

Jaishankar visited Iran on August 5-6, 2021 to attend the swearing-in ceremony

of the President-elect H.E. Ayatollah Sayyid Ebrahim Raisi on August 5, 2021.
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Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan

Shringla met Arab League Envoy 

Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla met

met Ms. Alyaa Ghannam, Ambassador of the

League of Arab States and discussed the

growing bilateral cooperation between India and

the League of Arab State.

Image:Twitter

Image:Twitter

On the sidelines of the swearing-in ceremony EAM met Kuwaiti Foreign Minister

Dr. Ahmed Nasser Mohammed Al-Sabah and Omani Sayyid Badr Albusaidi,

Foreign Minister of Oman .

During his visit, EAM called on the President-

elect Ebrahim Raisi and handed over PM

Modi's personal message.

India strongly condemns the bomb blasts in Kabul

India has strongly condemned the bomb blasts in Kabul. We extended

condolences to the families of the victims of the terrorist attack. It said the

attacks in Kabul reinforce the need for the world to stand unitedly against

terrorism and all those who provide sanctuaries to terrorists.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually Chaired an Open Debate on

‘Maintenance of international peace and security: Maritime security’ on 9th

August.

This was for the first time an Indian Prime Minister presided over a meeting in

the history of the UN Security Council (UNSC).

Prime Minister underscored the need for a framework of mutual cooperation

to conserve and utilise our shared maritime heritage. Some of the other

important highlights are

India’s Presidency of the UNSC for August 2021
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• India concerned by recent escalation in Gaza Strip, says Harsh Shringla

at UNSC

• The foreign secretary stressed that 'high-level interaction' between Israel

and Palestine contributes to a better environment for the resumption of

direct peace negotiations.

• Concerned by the recent escalation in the Gaza Strip, which once again

underscores the fragility of the ceasefire and the urgent need for

addressing the underlying causes that have triggered the escalation.

• India calls on all parties to the conflict to respect the ceasefire and refrain

from acts that could exacerbate tensions and worsen the security

situation.

• Hope to see early commencement of these negotiations that “provide the

best opportunity” to resolve all final status issues and achieve a two-State

solution.

• Both sides must desist from provocative actions in the interest of peace

and stability.

• Note the progress in the legal challenge to the eviction of Palestinian

families in Sheikh Jarrah and underscore the need for respecting the

historic status quo in East Jerusalem and its neighbourhood’s.

• Given our long-standing and firm commitment to the establishment of a

sovereign, independent and viable State of Palestine, within secure,

recognized and mutually agreed borders, living side by side with Israel in

peace and security, India will remain fully supportive of all efforts to restart

the peace process.”

• India calls for regular and predictable transfer of aid and other essential

items to Gaza to ease the humanitarian situation and facilitate early

reconstruction, as well as for appropriate use of such aid.

• India’s development cooperation with Palestine is also geared towards this

objective and the country has helped in building schools, setting up ICT

and vocational training centers, a technology park and a national printing

press; and is also supporting several other quick-impact community

projects in Palestine.

Statement by H.E. Mr. 

Harsh Vardhan Shringla, 

Foreign Secretary of India 

at UNSC meeting on the 

situation in the Middle 

East, including the 

Palestinian Question

Statement by H.E. Mr. 

Harsh Vardhan Shringla, 

Foreign Secretary of India 

at UNSC meeting on the 

situation in the Middle 

East, including the 

Palestinian Question
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The United Nations Security Council, under India's Presidency, adopted a

resolution demanding that the Afghanistan territory should not be used to threaten

or attack any country or to shelter and train terrorists.

The resolution said that it expects that the Taliban will adhere to commitments made

by it regarding the safe, secure, and orderly departure from Afghanistan of Afghans

and foreign nationals.

The UNSC resolution “ recognizes the importance of upholding human rights,

especially Afghan Women, Children and minorities.

It stressed on combating terrorism in Afghanistan and took note of the “relevant

commitments” made by the Taliban.

The resolution also stressed the importance of maintaining humanitarian access,

upholding human rights, reaching an inclusive political settlement and combating

terrorism.

The Council adopted the resolution proposed by France, the UK and the US with 13

Council members voting in favour and Russia and China abstaining. This was the

first resolution adopted by the Council on the situation in Afghanistan following the

takeover of Kabul by the Taliban and came on the penultimate day of India's

Presidency of the Security Council for the month of August.
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▪ The unilateral ceasefire announced by the Government of Ethiopia on 28

June 2021 was an important step. Unfortunately, the opportunity provided

by the ceasefire seems not to have been grasped, with the continuing

aggression and belligerence of one side, and spread of fighting beyond

Tigray region.

▪ This meeting should strengthen efforts towards a ceasefire, which is the

need of the hour.

▪ Noted the efforts of the Government of Ethiopia and its leadership in

addressing the situation.

▪ Welcomed the establishment of a Regional Emergency coordination

Centre in Semera comprising federal institutions/regional counterparts,

WFP and UNOCHA, to facilitate movement of trucks along Afar routes to

Tigray and to coordinate emergency assistant to displaced people.

▪ Urged sustained close coordination between humanitarian agencies and

the Ethiopian authorities to bridge the remaining gaps.

▪ Strongly denounced and condemned all atrocities committed by armed

groups against civilians including children. Those responsible for human

rights violations and sexual violence perpetrated in Tigray should be

prosecuted.

▪ There is an urgent need to scale up efforts consistent with UN guiding

principles for humanitarian assistance. Ethiopia needs all the support it

can get from the international community.

▪ The solution to the conflict, must be the Ethiopian led, and within the

constitutional framework of Ethiopia.

▪ Underscored the importance of mutual trust, engagement, dialogue, and

reconciliation, for lasting peace and stability.

▪ India reiterated its strong commitment to the unity, sovereignty,

independence, and territorial integrity of Ethiopia.
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A transparent, free and credible election, conducted in a violence-free environment, with

high voter turnout will empower the new Government to implement reforms and meet the

genuine aspirations of the Iraqi people.

Noted the financial support extended by various Member States to the Mission and other

agencies and welcomed the increasing number of women candidates, he voiced concern

about the danger posed by ISIL/Da’esh. He welcomed the continued international efforts to

support Iraq in combating terrorism, he condemned all military action on Iraq’s territory

undertaken without the Government’s consent under the pretext of counter-terrorism

operations.

• As a neighbor of Afghanistan the current situation prevailing in the country is of great

concern to us.

• The rapid deterioration of the security situation in Afghanistan constitutes a serious threat to

regional peace and stability.

• Time for the international community and, in particular, this council to take stock of the

situation, and decide on actions that would help bring a permanent and comprehensive

ceasefire and ensure an immediate cessation of violence.

• A durable peace in Afghanistan requires a genuine "double peace”. That is, peace within

Afghanistan and peace around Afghanistan.

• It is necessary to ensure that the Taliban engage in negotiations in good faith, eschew the

path of violence, severe ties with the al-Qaeda and other terrorist organizations, and fully

commit itself towards reaching a political solution.

• India wishes to see an independent, peaceful, sovereign, democratic, stable and

prosperous Afghanistan political arrangement or settlement in Afghanistan must ensure that

the gains of the last two decades are protected , and not reversed.

• We support a leading role for the United Nations, to take an initiative to wards finding a

lasting and durable outcome.

• Terrorist safe havens and sanctuaries in the region must be dismantled immediately and

terrorist supply chains disrupted.

• Important to ensure that the territory of Afghanistan is not used by terrorist groups to

threaten or attack any other country.

• India will continues to stand with Afghanistan in ensuring peace and stability is restored.
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• Syria’s positive response to the DG’s proposal is a step in the right direction.

• We support collective efforts by all to ensure that the credibility and integrity of

this Convention is maintained to the fullest.

• India is against the use of chemical weapons by anybody, anywhere, at any

time and under any circumstances.

• India has been repeatedly cautioning against the possibility of terrorist entities

and individuals gaining access to chemical weapons.

• We are concerned at the frequent reports of resurgence of terrorist groups in

the region. As we have learnt from the consequences of complacency against

terrorism in the past, the international community cannot afford to ignore

terrorist activities in Syria and the region.
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• Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations, Ambassador TS

Tirumurti said that the Small Body of the Constitutional Committee, tasked

with preparing and drafting the constitutional reform for popular approval, has

not met since January 2021.

• Voicing hope that the Special Envoy’s recent engagements, including his visit

to Moscow, will help in convening the sixth meeting of that body, he called on

all major stakeholders to engage in a constructive dialogue.

• The adoption of resolution 2585 (2021) in July proved that sincere efforts on

behalf of all stakeholders can lead to positive outcomes.

• Noting that the recent fighting in Daraa reflects the fragile nature of the

situation, he called for active engagement that is consistent with Syrian

independence and addresses the urgency of the humanitarian issues.

• Designated terrorist groups such as ISIL and Hayat Tahrir Al - Sham have

continued to gain in strength in Syria

• Concerned with the security situation in Syria, particularly in Daraa, the North-

East and the North-West.

• A nation-wide comprehensive ceasefire is paramount to the interest of the

Syrian people.

• Designated terrorist groups such as ISIL and Hayat Tahrir al-Sham have

continued to gain in strength in Syria.

• All parties adhere to their international obligations to fight terrorism and

terrorist organizations in Syria, as designated by the Security Council.

• Reaffirm our commitment to advancing a Syrian-led and Syrian-owned UN-

facilitated political process in line with UN Security Council Resolution 2254.

• There is an urgent need to increase humanitarian assistance to all Syrians

throughout the country without discrimination, politicization or any

preconditions.

• Need an active engagement that is both consistent with Syrian independence

and its territorial integrity, and that addresses the urgency of the humanitarian

issues to alleviate the suffering of the Syrian people.

• Need for concrete steps to address the hurdles that are obstructing the

functioning of both cross-border and cross-line operations, in particular in the

Northwest of Syria.
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• Recent political developments in Somalia and hope that the Somali leadership

and stakeholders will move ahead with the convening of elections.

• A peaceful, free and fair democratic election is extremely important for the

future of Somalia, even as this Council continues to discuss the important

security transition.

• Hope that parties continue to move forward in this spirit of consensus which all

parties have displayed so far.

• The humanitarian situation in Somalia continues to be a matter of concern.

• Strongly condemn the terror attacks conducted by Al-Shabaab and extend our

full support to the operations conducted by the Somali forces and AMISOM

against Al-Shabaab.

Cannot afford to lose sight of our fight against terrorism, while we focus on

elections.

• Role of AMISOM in providing an enabling security environment for Somalia’s

progress cannot be overstated.

• We support a phased handover of security responsibilities to Somali security

forces commencing in 2021, with a view to transferring full responsibility by

2023, as the situation on the ground allows.

• The humanitarian situation in Somalia continues to be a matter of concern. The

international community should help OCHA to bridge the shortfall and to meet

the humanitarian needs.

• India will continue to support Somalia and its people and their desire for a

stable, secure, and peaceful future.
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