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Bilateral Engagements

PM Modi - Amir telephone call

Image : PMO twitter ;GCO

On 27 April Prime Minister Narendra Modi had a
telephonic conversation with Qatar's Amir. During the
phone call, they discussed the efforts being made by
the two countries to contain the Covid-19 pandemic,
and the ways to enhance joint cooperation in this
regard. Amir expressed Qatar’s solidarity with the
people of India and offered to support India’s fight
against covid-19. PM thanked Amir and appreciated
this kind gesture by Qatar that reflects the strength of
bilateral ties, and the spirit of joint cooperation.

Qatar Foreign Minister's participation in Raisina Dialogue 2021
Addressing
the
Raisina
Dialogue on 13th April, hosted
virtually by the Ministry of
External Affairs, New Delhi and
Observer Research Foundation,
Qatari
DPM/FM
Sheikh
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman alThani touched upon the
importance
of
Liquefied
Natural
Gas
to
Qatar’s
economy, climate change and
vaccination for all attendees of
the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022.
On India-Qatar relations Qatar’s FM mentioned that in addition to areas of energy and
investments, both sides should endeavor to explore more untapped areas like education
and trilateral engagement in common areas of interest. He also underscored the
importance of continuation of cooperation and political consultations between the two
countries. He added that India-Qatar cooperation is extremely important to maintain
peace and security in the region.
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Bilateral Engagements

Qatar Airways offered to transport medical supplies to India free of charge
On 29 April Qatar Airways offered to
support international efforts to tackle
the second wave of Covid-19 in India
by shipping medical aid and
equipment to India free of charge
from global suppliers. It transported
300 tonnes of aid from across its
global by three cargo flights to Delhi,
Mumbai and Bengaluru on 3 May and
more shall follow.

Image: The Doha globe

Indian Navy Ship ‘Tarkash’ visited Qatar
Indian Navy’s Western Fleet ship, ‘INS
Tarkash’, visited Qatar on April 22-23 as part
of ‘Op Sanklap’ to provide safety and security
to maritime trade. ‘INS Tarkash’, the second
ship of the Teg Class stealth frigates which
was commissioned into the Indian Navy on
November 9, 2012, was commanded by
Captain Happy Mohan.

India and Qatar Friendship at play
Qatar football giants Al Rayyan and
India’s FC Goa teams played in AFC
Champions
League
with
great
sportsmanship. It was an eye treat to
those who follow India and Qatar
relations closely.
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Priority online appointment system for healthcare workers

Embassy in Action

Priority online appointment system for healthcare
workers
Embassy of India acknowledged the services of Indian
nationals working in the Healthcare Sector in Qatar and
appreciated for their hardwork during the pandemic to
keep everyone safe in Qatar. Respecting their services
and addressing the issue of their paucity of time,
Embassy has introduced a separate online
appointment system to facilitate Passport, PCC and
other attestation services on priority to Indian
Healthcare workers.

Image:swiftqueue

Their requests for appointments were being taken through Embassy website at
https://indianembassyqatar.gov.in/apptmnt_healthcare . Appointment requests were being
processed expeditiously.

Truth trimphs – Jailed Indian Couple return to India
Indian Nationals Oniba Qureshi and
Mohammad Shareeq along with their minor
daughter Aayat returned home safely after
months of hardship they were pushed into
unknowingly. Many Indian and Qatari
authorities had to work in great coordination
to bring the truth to the light and to prove
that they were actually victims and
not perpetrators.
Image:Twitter

Community events under India@75 #AzadikaAmritMahotsav

Image:Facebook

As part of the celebration 75 people were
given free ICBF Life Insurance
Image:Facebook
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Raisina Dialogue 2021
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
inaugurated the 6th edition of the Raisina
Dialogue through a video message on 13
April virtually, along with Chief GuestsPrime Minister of Denmark, Mette
Frederiksen and the President of Rwanda,
Paul Kagame.

News Briefs on India

The Raisina Dialogue is India's flagship
conference on geopolitics and geoeconomics, under the theme for the 2021
Edition is "#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers
and Out of Control" was jointly organised by
the Ministry of External Affairs and the
Observer Research Foundation from 13-16
April, 2021.
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News Briefs on India

Danish PM Mette Frederiksen gave an inspiring speech on climate change, green
industrial revolution and Green Strategic Partnership ☘️ at the inaugural of Raisna
Dialogue 2021.

Danish Prime Minister as Chief Guest

She said “If we combine Danish skill and Indian scale with speed, scope, and
political will – we can launch a new era of just, green transformation. That leads me
to my message for you today: The green industrial revolution is not only necessary. It
comes with great opportunities and can put millions of people to work.
"She concluded her speech accordingly by reciting the words of Gandhi
“We must become the change that we want to see.”

President Kagame joined India
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for the virtual inauguration of
the 6th edition of the Raisina
Dialogue,
India’s
flagship
conference
on
geopolitics
designed to explore prospects
and opportunities for Asian
integration as well as Asia's
integration with the larger
world.

President Kagame addresses the Raisina Dialogue

In his speech, President Kagame said that Rwanda and India continue to
collaborate on important infrastructure and development initiatives, with the key
objective being to increase the educational and employment opportunities
available to young people in both India and Rwanda. President Kagame also
commended India for playing a major role in supporting Africa’s Covid-19
vaccination efforts.
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PM participated in Leaders Climate Summit

News Briefs on India

Prime Minister Modi participated in the
Leaders’ Summit on Climate at the
invitation of US President Joseph R.
Biden, held virtually on 22-23 April 2021.
PM made his remarks on "Our Collective
Sprint to 2030”. Nearly 40 other world
leaders representing member countries
of the Major Economies Forum (MEF)
and those vulnerable to climate change,
among others participated in the
Summit.
Image:republicworld

The Summit was a part of a series of global meetings focusing on climate issues, being held
in the run up to COP26 in November 2021. India reiterated its target of 450 GW of renewable
energy by 2030 and announced the launch of the “U.S.-India 2030 Climate and Clean Energy
Agenda 2030 Partnership” to mobilize finance and speed clean energy innovation and
deployment this decade. Prime Minister Modi deliberated on how the world can align climate
action with resilient and inclusive economic development while also respecting the national
circumstances and sustainable development priorities.

Image:Twitter
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Russia’s Sputnik
vaccine to be
‘Made-in-India’

News Briefs on India

The 1st consignment of
150,000 doses of Sputnik-V
vaccine arrived in India from
Russia. Millions of these
doses to follow in near future.
Plans to 'Make in India' for
use in India, Russia & other
third countries. India values
this support deeply from a
long standing friend and a
privileged partner.
Image:Twitter

First set of aid arrives in India from UK

Image:Twitter

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2021

9

India & the region

External Affairs Minister on Afghanistan at Raisina Dialogue

Addressing a Raisina 2021 session on 'Junction Kabul: The Road to Peace' with
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif and National Security Advisor of
Afghanistan Hamdullah Mohib, External Affairs Minister (EAM) Dr S Jaishankar
stressed on the need for 'double peace' to prevail in Afghanistan talking about how
the process should be 'Afghan-led, Afghan-owned, and Afghan-controlled.'

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2021
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India & the region

EAM discusses post-covid economic recovery with his UAE counterpart
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Minister of Foreign Affairs
and
International
Cooperation,
received Dr. S Jaishankar, Indian
Minister of External Affairs. During
the meeting, held at the ministry's
headquarters in Abu Dhabi, Sheikh
Abdullah
and
Dr.
Jaishankar
discussed the historic relations
between the UAE and India and
ways to enhance cooperation,
particularly in com mercial and
health fields.

Image:Twitter/@DrSJaishankar

They also discussed the latest Covid-19 developments, the two countries' efforts to
contain its repercussions, and the global efforts to provide vaccines to all countries.
"Another productive interaction with FM Zayed on our bilateral cooperation. Took forward
our ongoing discussions on this subject, starting in February. The strong focus on postCOVID economic recovery will remain a priority for us," he said in a tweet.
FM Zayed pointed out that the UAE-India strategic partnership contributes to creating
more opportunities for growth in commercial, economic, cultural and other fields. He
praised the cooperation between two countries to mitigate the impacts of COVID-19.

Indian Navy launches Operation Samudra Setu-II
Indian Navy has launched Operation
Samudra Setu-II to augment the
ongoing national mission to meet the
country's
oxygen
requirements.
Warships have been deployed to carry
liquid
oxygen-filled
cryogenic
containers and associated medical
equipment to India amid its worsening
COVID-19 pandemic
INS Kolkata and INS Talwar, mission
deployed in the Persian Gulf, were the
first batch of ships that were diverted
for the task and entered port of
Manama, Bahrain on April 30 to carry
back 40 tonnes of liquid oxygen to
Mumbai. They have arrived in the
month of May in Qatar and carried
essential medical aid to India.

Image:Twitter
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#Indiafightscovid
Recovery and death rates – silver lining

Covid Corner

As of 1 May 2021, of the total cases, 81.84% cases have recovered, (with more than 3 lakh
recoveries in one single day on 1 May 2021; state wise recovery rate map below) 17.1% are active
and cumulative fatality is 1.1%. Considering the last 2-3 months’ data, the death rate has been well
below the 1% mark. The number of cases has been decreasing for two days continuously from over
4 lakhs to 3.68L starting 1 May. This trajectory was visible in deaths as well. However, these were
very early signs and the situation has been under continuous monitoring.
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Covid Corner
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Inspiring stories from Civil Society

Covid Corner

During these tough times, many individuals, non-government organisations and other
sections of civil society have been coming up with innovative, inspiring ideas to help each
other. Provision of home-made meals to covid positive patients, frontline workers, provision
of ambulance services in one’s own vehicle, donating to local and national government
funds and many more acts of responsibility, kindness and humanity have been shown by
many. As a society India responded with utmost spontaneity in these unprecedented and
unexpected times of hardship
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Covid Corner
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Covid Corner
Image: indianexpress; toi,indiatoday;khaleejtimes;bbc, businesstoday
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India @ the UN
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Speeches and Interviews .
Equitable access to vaccines critical: S Jaishankar (Excerpts)

Media Corner

https://www.mea.gov.in/interviews.htm?dtl/33797/External_Affairs_Minister_participates_i
n_a_panel_discussion_at_the_Raisina_Dialogue_2021_The_Health_Central_India_SDGs_Vac
cines__Global_Expectations

“Equitable access [to vaccines] is critically important in this [fight against the pandemic],
because we all know that no one will be safe till everyone is safe,” said S Jaishankar
Equitable distribution of Covid-19 vaccines can be achieved only with the creation of
additional manufacturing capabilities in countries such as India, external affairs minister S
Jaishankar said.
Participating in a session at the Raisina Dialogue that focused on vaccines and global
expectations, Jaishankar held up India’s ability to manufacture a range of Covid-19
vaccines as an example of global cooperation and said this couldn’t be seen as a “one-way
street”.
“Equitable access [to vaccines] is critically important in this [fight against the pandemic],
because we all know that no one will be safe till everyone is safe,” he said during the virtual
session moderated by Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation CEO Mark Suzman.
There is a need for additional production capabilities for vaccines, and without it,
“distributive justice by itself will not be adequate”, he added.
Jaishankar said he could understand a country’s decision to focus on protecting its own
people when it comes under stress because of rising infections and noted that the number
of Covid-19 cases in India is going up too and the government chose to deal with the
immediate challenge. “To the extent that you have margins and the ability and the
obligation to help others, I think it’s the decent thing to do. Doing good is also doing smart,”
he said.

Ambassador of India in conversation with FM Radio Channel 107 FM
Ambassador in conversation with FM
107 sends warm wishes to all for The
Holy Month of Ramadan which "is a
month of renewal, rejuvenation, of faith,
of introspection, of caring for others, of
looking at what we are and what we
want to be"
"The Holy Month will help us to pray for
everyone's safety and give us the
optimism and strength to overcome the
difficult times the world is going
through"
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Festivals in India
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