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TELEPHONE CALL BETWEEN EAM AND 
DEPUTY PM & FM OF QATAR 
EAM Dr S Jaishankar received a call of support from
Qatari Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
H.E. Sheikh Mohammad bin Abdulrahman Al Thani,
on 2 May. Both ministers discussed the covid
challenge and its relevance for India-Qatar bilateral
cooperation. EAM appreciated the logistics support
extended by Qatar and the delivery of oxygen-
related materials to India.

India’s Minister of Commerce and
Industry, Minister of Railways, and
Minister of Consumer Affairs Mr
Piyush Goyal met with Qatar’s
Minister of Commerce and Industry
HE Ali bin Ahmed al-Kuwari
virtually. They discussed bilateral
trade, commerce, investments,
efforts to combat covid-19. HE Ali
bin Ahmed al-Kuwari expressed
Qatar’s support in India’s fight
against a severe second wave.

VIRTUAL MEET BETWEEN MINISTERS OF COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY 

Image:Twitter
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On May 3, 2021, three Qatar Airways Cargo
Boeing 777 freighters, carrying a total of 300
tonnes of medical aid from around the world,
took off from Doha, Qatar, to Bengaluru,
Mumbai, and New Delhi, India, to support the
Indian government efforts to cope with the
surge of COVID-19 cases in the country. Image:Twitter

QATAR AIRWAYS TRANSPORTED MEDICAL  AID TO INDIA
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On 13 May, Qatar Fund For
Development (QFFD) sent 4300
vials of Remdesivir, 200 oxygen
concentrators and 40
ventilators by spedial Amiri Air
force plane. The shipment
reached New Delhi airport. Delhi
Customs facilitated expeditious
clearance of the said
consignment.

QATAR STANDS WITH 
INDIA IN ITS FIGHTS 
AGAINST COVID-19

INDIA 
THANKS 
QATAR

Image:Twitter

Image:Twitter 
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As part of India@75
celebrations, Indian
Community Benevolent
Forum in Qatar offered
assistance to 75
fishermen for getting their
health cards issued. The
same were handed over to
a few (symbolically) by the
Ambassador on the
occasion of International
Labour Day on 1 May.

AZADI KA AMRUT MAHOTSAV

Image:Twitter
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AZADI KA AMRUT MAHOTSAV

Image:Twitter

Image:Twitter 
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Ambassador of India participated in the blood donation camp organized as 
part of the ongoing Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav, India@75 by ICBF along with 
associated organization of the Indian Community in Qatar. Over 100 donors 
participated in the camp.
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AZADI KA AMRUT MAHOTSAV

Image:Twitter 

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y 

A
ff

ai
rs



NEWSLETTER MAY 2021                                                                                         8

HAIL “HEAL INDIA” INITIATIVE BY INDIAN 
COMMUNITY THROUGH ICBF

Indian Community in Qatar came
together in large numbers, under
Indian Community Benevolent
Forum’s (ICBF) Heal India Initiative
to send much needed oxygen
cylinders to India which was
fighting a severe second wave of
covid-19. It is highly commendable
that many community members
and organisations rallied behind
this initiative of ICBF and sent
timely aid to India.

Two-hundred oxygen cylinders and 43
oxygen concentrators are being shipped
from Qatar to India aboard Indian Navy
ship 'INS Kolkata' to support India's
efforts to deal with the surge in Covid-19
cases there and meet the demand for
medical oxygen.

232 Oxygen cylinders gifted by
Indian community in Qatar arrived
at Mumbai on 12 May 21 by INS
Tarkash. They have been deployed
in various hospitals.

Indian naval ship 'INS Trikand' left
Qatar carrying two cryogenic
oxygen tankers of 40 metric
tonnes, airlifted earlier by
the Indian Air Force from Pune
(India) to Doha and filled in
Qatar by Air Liquide Group, and 100
cylinders of 42 litre each, gifted by
the Indian community.

Thank you Indian Community Image:Twitter

Image:Twitter
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Indian Business & Professional Council   and Indian Cultural  Centre support  the 

Heal India Initiative with financial aid. 

Ooredoo contributed financial aid
to ICBF supporting Heal India
Initiative to fight against the
devastating second wave of Covid-
19

A team of aid workers from Generation
Amazing, a programme coordinated by
the Supreme Committee for Delivery and
Legacy (Qatar) –for football training
organised food deliveries and transport
for sick patients supporting COVID-19
relief efforts in India (Kerala,
Maharashtra).

Lulu Hypermarket Group has joined

the relief work coordinated by the

Indian Community Benevolent Fund

(ICBF) under the "Heal India" initiative

by donating oxygen cylinders and

other essential supplies .

HEAL INDIA INITIATIVE 

Image:Twitter
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LAUNCH OF GURU SANSKRIT APP

The Embassy launched, virtually, 'LITTLE

GURU', an educational e-learning app to

make Sanskrit learning fun, easy and

interesting, on 20 May, 2021, in

collaboration with Samskrit Bharati

under Samanvayam & Indian Cultural

Centre.

The event saw a huge participation from Indian School children, teachers, Sanskrit
language enthusiasts and expatriates. The CEO of the App, Mr. Anuj Sharma,
addressed the participants and held a Q&A Session. Mr. Dinesh K. Patnaik, Director
General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations in a video message highlighted
that “Sanskrit has the key to open several doors – of culture, philosophy”. Members
of Samskrit Bharati Qatar enacted a Play in Sanskrit.

Image:Twitter
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The leaders of the European Union (EU) and its Member States and India, met
in hybrid format on 8 May 2021 in Porto. They shared views on Covid-19,
trade, connectivity & technology & climate and reforming multilateral
institutions and agreed to start negotiations on trade and investment
agreements. They welcomed the decision to resume negotiations on trade &
investment agreements.

They launched a comprehensive Connectivity Partnership that upholds
international law and conforms with international norms. Committed to a free,
open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific that respects UNCLOS.
Coordinating closely on Afghanistan as per our 4 May Statement.

FIRST INDIA-EU LEADERS MEET IN EU+27 FORMAT

Image:Twitter
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NewsBriefsonIndia

INDIA’S SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EFFORTS
IN ITS FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research’s
(CSIR) Nagpur-based National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) have
developed a 'Saline Gargle RT-PCR Method' for
testing COVID-19 samples. The Saline Gargle RT-
PCR is an instantaneous method and results can
be generated within three hours. The Saline
Gargle method offers a bunch of attractive
benefits, all rolled into one.
It is simple, fast, cost-effective, patient-friendly
and comfortable; it also offers instant results and
is well-suited for rural and tribal areas, given
minimal infrastructure requirements.

To bolster India’s fight against covid-19, Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) took the initiative of developing anti-COVID therapeutic application of the drug 2-
deoxy-D-glucose (2-DG). It was developed by Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied
Sciences (INMAS), DRDO in collaboration with Dr Reddy’s Laboratories (DRL),
Hyderabad. The drug comes in powder form in the sachet, which is taken orally by
dissolving it in water. It accumulates in the virus-infected cells and prevents virus
growth by stopping viral synthesis and energy production. Its selective accumulation in
virus infected cells makes this drug unique.

Clinical trial results have shown that this molecule helps in faster recovery of
hospitalised patients and reduces supplemental oxygen dependence. In the clinical
trials, drug was found to be safe in COVID-19 patients and showed significant
improvement in their recovery. A significantly higher proportion of patients improved
symptomatically and became free from supplemental oxygen dependence, indicating an
early relief from Oxygen therapy/dependence.

On May 01, 2021, DCGI granted permission for the Emergency Use of this drug as an
adjunct therapy in moderate to severe COVID-19 patients.N
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Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research (IISER) in Bhopal has developed an
affordable oxygen concentrator 'oxycon' to
meet the rising demand of medical oxygen
amid a second wave of the coronavirus
pandemic. The device, which is estimated to
cost around Rs. 17,000 can provide 93-95
per cent pure oxygen with a flow rate of up
to 3 litres per minute. It has been developed
using the open-source technology and
material. The developed device is portable,
customizable, and easy to deploy, even at
village-level.
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INDIAN ARMY INDUCTS FIRST BATCH OF WOMEN
IN MILITARY POLICE

In January 2019,
Government of India had

approved the induction of
women in military police
and announced its plans to
induct 1700 women
soldiers by 2036, in
batches of 100 recruits per
year.
First such batch of 83
women soldiers was
inducted as part of Indian
Army’s military police on 7
May.

The soldiers went through an intense 61 weeks of training on aspects related to
Basic Military training, Provost training to include all forms of policing duties and
management of prisoners of war, ceremonial duties and skill development to
include driving and maintenance of all vehicles and signal communications.

(HT Photo )
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INDIA’S PROPOSAL ON TRIPS AT WTO

India and South Africa presented a joint proposal before the World Trade
Organization (WTO) in October 2020 to seek a waiver from the “implementation,
application and enforcement of” certain provisions of TRIPS (WTO Agreement on
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights).

A revised proposal was submitted by the two countries in May 2021, which
emphasises that the waiver should cover all medical tools—not just vaccines—and
outlines that the duration of the waiver should be at least three years.
The proposal has since been co-sponsored by 62 nations, and has received the
express support of more than 100 countries.
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INDIA STRONGLY CONDEMNED THE TERRORIST ATTACK ON 
SAYED AL-SHUHADA GIRLS SCHOOL IN KABUL

On 9 May 2021, India strongly condemned the terrorist attack on Sayed al-Shuhada Girls
school in Kabul on 8 May, which killed more than 50 innocent girl students during the holy
month of Ramadan. Our thoughts and prayers were with the families and friends of the
young girls who lost their lives in this barbarous attack.
Targeting young girl students, makes this an attack on the future of Afghanistan. The
perpetrators clearly seek to destroy the painstaking and hard-won achievements that the
Afghans have put in place over the last two decades.
This incident demonstrates, once again, the urgent need for dismantling terrorist
sanctuaries and the immediate need for a comprehensive nation-wide ceasefire to make
the peace process meaningful and sustainable.

INDIA & OMAN RENEW DEFENCE COOPERATION MoUS

On 20 May, India and Oman renewed the
Memorandum of Understanding on
Military Cooperation along with its
Annexure. The signing ceremony was held
at the Ministry of Defense, Sultanate of
Oman. The document was signed by HE
Dr Mohammed bin Nasser Al Zaabi, the
Secretary General of the Ministry of
Defence, Sultanate of Oman and His
Excellency Munu Mahawar, Ambassador
of India to the Sultanate of Oman.

Both sides also renewed the
Memorandum of Understanding to
Cooperate on Maritime Issues for which
the signing ceremony was held at
Maritime Security Centre, Sultanate of
Oman. The document was signed by
Rear Admiral Saif bin Nasser Al Rahbi,
the Commander of Royal Navy of Oman,
& the Head of Maritime Security
Committee, and His Excellency Munu
Mahawar, Ambassador of India to the
Sultanate of Oman.

Image:Twitter
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India's daily Covid-19 cases had been witnessing a sharp dip for a while. It
decreased gradually in the last four weeks as the measured lockdowns in parts of
the country churned out results. On June 1, the country reported a single-day spike
of 127,510 Covid-19 cases, the lowest in nearly two months. Less than 3,000 new
deaths — 2,795, to be exact — were also reported on 31 May for the first time in 36
days.

#INDIAFIGHTSCOVID 
RECOVERY AND DEATH RATES – SILVER LINING 
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https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/heres-a-list-of-states-that-are-under-covid-19-lockdown-till-june-7-101622280159217.html
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The production capacity of remdesivir used for the treatment of COVID-19 has
increased from 38 lakh vials per month to nearly 1.19 crore vials per month.
Remdesivir is manufactured in India under voluntary licenses granted by Gilead
Life Sciences to 7 pharmaceutical companies -- Cipla, Dr Reddy's, Hetero,
Jubilant Pharma, Mylan, Syngene and Zydus Cadila
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First All women Oxygen Express Train

Indian Railways created Green
Corridors for fast movement of
Oxygen Express Trains which have
been transporting
Liquid Medical Oxygen loaded

cryogenic tanker trucks on roll on-roll
off basis.
One such Oxygen Express train from
Tatanagar to Bengaluru was piloted
wholly by all women crew.

(Source: News18)
(Source: NDTV)

A milestone of 20,000
metric tonnes of Liquid
Medical Oxygen (LMO)
have been delivered
across the country by
the Indian Railways'
Oxygen Express during
the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic.
A total of 300 Oxygen
Express trains have
completed their journey
so far. (29 May)C
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D

INSPIRING STORIES FROM CIVIL SOCIETY 
EVERY BURDEN FEELS LIGHTER WHEN IT’S SHARED.
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A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP 
FOR A GLOBAL PROBLEM

On 6 May, INS Trikand sailed from Doha
carrying 2 Iso containers with 20 MT
LMO each; which arrived in Mumbai on
10 May. One of the end users of LMO

was Kasturba Hospital, Mumbai.

INS Trikand on 19 May carried two cryogenic O2
tankers of 40 MT airlifted by Indian Air Force from
Pune to Doha and filled in Qatar by Air Liquide Group
and 100 of 42 litre cylinders gifted by Indian
Community under ICBF’s Heal India Initiative.
INS Tarkash, 19 May carried40 MT oxygen in 2
cryogenic tankers. The LMO was organised in Qatar
by Air Liquide Group. India, France, Qatar – continue
their concerted efforts to fight covid-19. A total of 8
ISO oxygen tankers with 160MT LMO transported to
India through this trilateral cooperation by India,
France and Qatar.

Aid sent via Qatar reaches Home
As part of ongoing COVID relief Operation Samudra Setu II , INS Trikand arrived at 
Mumbai on 23 May with Covid relief material from #Qatar. INS Trikand brought two 
Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO) containers of 20 MT each and 100 Oxygen cylinders.
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ADDRESS BY EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER DR. S. JAISHANKAR 
AT THE UNSC OPEN DEBATE ON ‘PEACE AND SECURITY IN 
AFRICA: ADDRESSING ROOT CAUSES OF CONFLICT WHILE 

PROMOTING POST-PANDEMIC RECOVERY IN AFRICA’ 
19 MAY 2021 (FULL STATEMENT)

Thank you, Mr. President.

Let me begin by congratulating State Councilor and Foreign Minister Excellency Mr.
Wang Yi and the People’s Republic of China on assuming the Presidency of the
Security Council for the month of May. Mr. President, Mr. Secretary General, The
initiative for an open debate on peace and security in Africa that addresses root
causes of conflict while promoting post-pandemic recovery is indeed a timely one. I
take this opportunity to share India’s views after listening very carefully to the very
valuable briefings.

The strong and deep solidarity between India and Africa reflects the bonding of the
Global South. Our close collaboration is expressed through the India-Africa Forum
Summit, as also the G77 and the Non-Aligned Movement. But nowhere is this more
evident than in the United Nations itself. It is a matter of continuing regret for us that
the voice of Africa is not given its proper due in this most pivotal institution. Our
support for the Common African Position, as stated in the Ezulwini Consensus and
the Sirte Declaration, is sincere and unambiguous. That is why, Mr. President, the
issue of reformed multilateralism should be given utmost priority.

Mr. President, like the rest of the world, Africa too is being tested by the Covid-19
pandemic. Its vulnerabilities are greater and in many respects, its capabilities are still
in the making. The world must stand by Africa in this crisis. On its part, India has done
so, by supplying medicines, vaccines and health-related equipment to 42 African
countries. We are also working in partnership with South Africa and others to address
the challenges of accessibility and affordability of vaccines.

Beyond the pandemic, Africa’s recovery will be facilitated by partnerships that
genuinely address its economic sustainability. India’s approach was spelt out by the
Kampala Principles enunciated by Prime Minister Modi in 2018. In effect, India will
respond to the priorities of Africa, as defined by Africans themselves. Our support is
without conditionalities and in line with African expectations. This is visible in our 189
projects in 41 African countries being implemented under concessional loans. It is
expressed in our providing medicines, health equipment, ambulances, books, vehicles
and food grains. Or indeed in the vocational training and IT centres set up across
Africa, in the 43,000 education and training slots we have provided over the last five
years, or the digital education and health programmes with 17 African partners. Our trade
and technology exchanges are steadily growing, in line with closer political and people-to-
people ties. Whether it is debt relief or climate change, we treat Africa’s challenges as our
own.
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Like the rest of the world, Africa too faces problems of terrorism and instability. It is
a reminder to this Council why epicentres of radicalization must not be allowed to
operate with impunity. India’s support to Africa is expressed through our
peacekeeping presence in South Sudan, Somalia, Abeyi, Western Sahara and
Democratic Republic of Congo. We endorse the call of the Secretary General for a
mandate under Chapter VII to support African counter-terrorism operations with
sustained financing, including through assessed contributions.

Bilaterally, India has partnered in the establishment of defence institutions in
Nigeria, Ethiopia and Tanzania. Our training teams have been deployed in Botswana,
Namibia, Uganda, Lesotho, Zambia, Mauritius, Seychelles and Tanzania. When HADR
situations have arisen, such as in Mozambique in 2019, India has been there for
Africa.

We support peacebuilding in Africa, establishing capabilities and capacities that
help meet challenges while ensuring progress. Most of all, we understand and
empathize with the aspirations of Africa.

That is why, Mr. President, India will support peace and security there, help address
root causes of conflict and be a reliable partner in fighting the pandemic.

I thank you Mr. President.

INDIA AT UNSC BRIEFING ON SYRIA (CHEMICAL WEAPONS)
(6 MAY 2021. FROM THE STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR T.S. 

TIRUMURTI, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA  TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS)

India has consistently called for a comprehensive and peaceful resolution of the
Syrian conflict through a Syrian-led dialogue, taking into account the legitimate
aspirations of the people of Syria, facilitated by the UN in line with Security Council
resolution 2254. We reiterate our support to UN led efforts for finding an expeditious
resolution to the decade long conflict in Syria.

India views the Chemical Weapons Convention as a unique, non-discriminatory
disarmament instrument which serves as a model for the elimination of an entire
category of weapons of mass destruction. India stands for its full, effective and non-
discriminatory implementation.

We have noted the contents of the latest report by Director General on the ‘progress
in the elimination of Syrian chemical weapons program’. India notes the efforts of
the OPCW Technical Secretariat with regard to the Declaration Assessment Team in
resolving the identified gaps and inconsistencies in the initial declaration and the
Fact-Finding Mission on alleged use of chemical weapons. The Syrian authorities
are cooperating with DAT and FFM, as evident from the ongoing deployment of FFM
and the next round of consultations with DAT next week.
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balance of power and responsibility enshrined under it. We have seen both the First
Report and now, the Second Report of the IIT on incidents in Syria. The current report
falls short of these expectations.

We support the resolution of all issues through consultation, dialogue and cooperation.
We encourage Syria to continue engagement and cooperation with the OPCW
mechanism to resolve all pending issues expeditiously.

India remains concerned about the possibility of chemical weapons falling into the
hands of terrorist entities and individuals. The latest report of the UNITAD mentions
about the repeated successful deployments of chemical weapons by ISIL against
civilian populations between 2014 and 2016. This is a cause for serious concern given
the core area of operations of ISIL has been both Syria and Iraq. It is deeply concerning
that the involvement of external actors in Syria has given a fillip to the growth of
terrorism in Syria and in the region. We are concerned at the frequent reports of the
resurgence of terrorist groups in the region. The international community cannot afford
to lower the guard against terrorists. We have learnt many lessons from the past of the
consequences of misplaced complacency against terrorism.

INDIA AT UN ON PALESTINE -27 MAY 2021. 
STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR T.S. TIRUMURTI, PERMANENT 

REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA TO THE UNITED NATIONS. 
FULL STATEMENT BELOW –

Thank you, Mr. President.

I thank Special Coordinator Tor Wenessland, Commissioner General of UN Relief and
Works agency for Palestine refugees in near east (UNRWA) Philippe Lazzarini and
Professor Rashid Khalidi for their briefings.

The situation in East Jerusalem and other Palestinian territories has been the focus of
the Security Council in the last two weeks. During these Council meetings, India
expressed her deep concern over violence in the old city of Jerusalem, especially at
at Haram Al Sharif/Temple Mount during the holy month of Ramadan, and over the
possible evictions in Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan neighbourhoods in East Jerusalem, an
area which is part of an arrangement facilitated by the United Nations. We also
underlined the need to respect the historic status-quo in Jerusalem.

We welcome the announcement of ceasefire and recognise the important role of the
international community, members of the Middle East Quartet, and regional countries,
in facilitating the ceasefire and their continued efforts towards peace-building. The
ceasefire has arrested the sharp deterioration of the security situation and restored
relative calm. However, the situation continues to be fragile. We reiterate our call for all
parties to observe maximum restraint and avoid acts of violence, provocation,
incitement and destruction.
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The latest cycle of violence has resulted in loss of precious human lives, including
that of an Indian national. We extend our deep condolences to all the affected
families. The immediate delivery of humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian
civilian population, particularly in Gaza, and ensuring the smooth flow of
humanitarian aid into Gaza through verified channels is a matter of importance.

On our part, India continues to provide developmental and humanitarian assistance
to the Palestinian Authority both bilaterally and through contributions to UN led
mechanisms. India has always supported UNRWA’s strong role in human
development and humanitarian services.

Rehabilitation and reconstruction will now form an important aspect of
international community’s efforts in Gaza and these must be prioritized. The
Palestinian Authority should continue to be the fulcrum for such assistance to
ensure the well-being and interests of all Palestinians.

Even as we focus on the immediate, we must underline the need for resuming
dialogue between Israel and Palestine for a two-State solution. The absence of
direct and meaningful negotiations between the two parties has only widened the
trust deficit, which, in turn, increases the chances for similar escalations in the
future. As the rehabilitation efforts continue, it is important for the international
community and the Middle East Quartet in particular, to exert all efforts to resume
these direct negotiations.

We firmly believe that only a two-State solution, achieved through direct and
meaningful negotiations between both sides on final status issues, will deliver an
enduring peace that the people of Israel and Palestine desire and deserve.

I thank you Mr. President.

INDIA AT UNSC ON YEMEN-12 MAY 2021 
STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR T.S. TIRUMURTI, PERMANENT 

REPRESENTATIVE OF INDIA TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

I express our support to the Special Envoy Martin Griffiths for his repeated
endeavours to secure an agreement between the parties for a nationwide ceasefire
in Yemen. We have noted the efforts being made by the US Special Envoy and the
Omani authorities. The positive statements by Yemen’s neighbours and other
countries in the region have also contributed to the overall diplomatic efforts.

It is unfortunate though that no breakthrough has been achieved despite this
diplomatic push. We urge the leaders of warring parties in Yemen to set aside their
differences for the benefit of the Yemeni people, whom they claim to represent
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A spirit of compromise is required to find common ground, avert the risk of famine and end the
suffering of the people. We encourage all parties to show flexibility and engage with the Special
Envoy in good faith. The countries in the region have a major role to play in influencing Yemeni
parties to stop the fighting and pursue initiatives that are currently being discussed.

I have, in previous meetings, underlined the importance for greater donor assistance to
address Yemen’s humanitarian situation, the need to remove the impediments by de facto
authorities and the requirement of smooth supply of humanitarian and essential
commodities to prevent famine in the country. The SAFER oil tanker still remains an
outstanding issue.

Today, I will focus on two key issues, which are critical for long-term peace and stability in

Yemen. First, the necessity for an immediate nationwide ceasefire, which should start with

Marib. There can be no peace without the cessation of the offensive in Marib. Civilians

continue to bear the brunt of the unabated fighting in frontline areas of the Marib

Governorate. The fighting has only prolonged the suffering of its large population and put

more than a million internally displaced people at grave risk.

We commend the efforts of the Yemeni government to fight terrorism despite the ongoing

escalation. It is imperative that Al-Qaeda and other terrorist groups are prevented from

exploiting the situation. From being relatively stable, Marib’s transformation into a hotspot

of military operations, within a span of few months, also underscores the fragility of any

ceasefire that is not backed by a political agreement between the parties. Second, the

need for full implementation of the Riyadh and Stockholm Agreements. The formation of

the joint cabinet and its return to Aden was a major milestone in the implementation of the

Riyadh Agreement. However, recent developments in the south are concerning. We hope

that the Yemeni Government and the Southern Transition Council will be able to work

together on the implementation of the Riyadh Agreement. This will also have a direct

bearing on the political negotiations in the next step.

Hudaydah has also been the scene of intense clashes in recent months. The ongoing

fighting in the province between Yemeni army forces and Ansarallah risks unraveling

the Stockholm Agreement, which will have serious consequences, both economic and

humanitarian. Millions of Yemenis depend on imports from Yemen’s Red Sea ports. The

preservation of this lifeline is even more vital now as famine-like conditions have

returned to Yemen, in particular against the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic. I

appreciate UNMHA’s efforts to monitor the implementation of the ceasefire on the

ground, despite the restrictions, and urge both parties to fulfill their commitments under

the Stockholm Agreement, including through participation in the Redeployment

Coordination Committee. The elements of the joint declaration, which were again

reiterated in the recent Saudi initiative, offer a clear roadmap for return of peace and

stability to Yemen. They must be pursued without any pre-conditions. I will conclude by

reiterating that all parties in Yemen must put politics aside and prioritise the wellbeing

and interests of the Yemeni people.

I thank you Mr. President.
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