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Indian Ambassador: We aim for a full partnership with Qatar in energy and maritime transport (Al-
Arab, p11, dated 31 March 2021).

He expressed his country's pride in participating in the 2022 World Cup project

His Excellency Dr. Deepak Mittal, Ambassador of the Republic of India to the State, affirmed that
Qatar's relations with his country are ancient and historic since the pearl trade, and that the
peoples  of  the  two  countries  have  close  relations,  and  that  geographical  convergence
contributed to strengthening the ties between the two countries and their peoples.

His Excellency said in a press interview yesterday that the last five years have witnessed several
reciprocal visits at the highest level, most notably the visit of His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani,  the Emir of the country to India in 2015, and the visit  of the Indian Prime
Minister to Qatar in 2016, in addition to Many visits at various levels.

He stressed the importance of the close relations between the leaderships of the two countries in
deepening and advancing joint cooperation in the interest of the two friendly peoples, and said:
“The  fruits  of  the  telephone  conversation  between  the  leaders  of  the  two  countries  last
December were their agreement to strengthen relations and discuss ways to strengthen them
and form two special working groups to enhance cooperation in the investment sectors. Energy
». 

He explained that the goal of the energy task force is to create a comprehensive partnership, not
just buying and selling, especially as India moves towards a gas-based economy, with reliance
on gas from 5% to 15% by 2030, which opens up promising prospects and opportunities to
strengthen cooperation with Qatar. In this sector. 

In the field of investments, His Excellency said, "We seek comprehensive cooperation with the
existence of  programs to attract  foreign investments in  India,"  pointing to the importance of
introducing Qataris to investment opportunities in his country in order to achieve mutual benefits.

He said, "There are important Qatari investments during the past two years, including the Qatar
Investment Authority’s investment in the Bombay Electricity Company and BYJUS, which is a
large educational platform in our country." 

His Excellency affirmed that the two countries have very strong commercial relations, and the
volume of trade exchange reached 11 billion dollars in 2019, and that his country highly values 
Qatar's role as a reliable and reliable partner in energy security, so it imports about 15% of its
gas needs from Qatar, the first gas supplier. 

He talked about the continuation of political consultations between the two countries to advance
cooperation relations in various sectors, referring to a successful visit by Indian Foreign Minister
Dr. Jaishankar to Doha recently, and holding the fourth round of political consultations between
the foreign ministries of the two countries last February, pointing out that there will  be more
Technical meetings to enhance cooperation in several areas during the coming period. 

With regard to the Qatar 2022 World Cup file, the Indian ambassador expressed his pride that
one of the Indian giant "Larsen & Toubro" had cooperated with a Qatari partner in the project of
"Ahmed Bin Ali" stadium, pointing out that his country's participation in the World Cup projects



exceeded workers and experts. Technicians to companies and the main contractor,  and that
Indian companies operate projects from road works and power distribution stations, and a lot of
positive partnerships in infrastructure projects.

His  Excellency  expressed  confidence  that  the  World  Cup  will  be  very  successful,  as  the
infrastructure in the sports sector is very great.

With regard to workers, His Excellency explained that his country is one of the major labor-
exporting countries in various fields, and said: “We very much appreciate the large and positive
reforms that Qatar has recently undertaken to improve workers' conditions, and we welcome
them, and our comment on them was very positive in international forums. The last of which was
the meeting of the International Labor Organization last November in Geneva ».

He stressed that these reforms are in the interest of these workers and their safety, and that
there are ongoing mechanisms for dialogue with Qatar to discuss the workers' conditions, and
that these meetings take place regularly, the last of which was last December.

His Excellency described the educational sector in Qatar that it is booming strongly, noting that
there are 18 Indian schools, and 3 new schools have been approved, and the number of Indian
students studying in these schools is about 45,000 students. “There is a tendency to establish an
Indian university in Doha, and we hope to start The study will take place next September, and it
will include many specializations in the fields of science, humanities, and engineering. 

His Excellency the Indian ambassador expressed his country’s aspiration for more cooperation
in the field of maritime transport and ports. He said: “There are currently 8 direct shipping lines
between the two countries, which we hope to increase. There was also a meeting with CEO
Es’hailsat, as India is carrying out great many activities in the field of space - building satellites
and their launch into space ».

• In  international  forums,  we  have  encouraged  positive  Qatari  reforms  on  "workers'
conditions."

• The World Cup will be very successful because the sports infrastructure is great.
• Education in Qatar is booming strongly and we have 18 schools and we hope to open an

Indian university.
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