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Translation of Interview by Ambassador of India to Qatar to “Al Raya” newspaper on
17 January, 2022

At the level of the foreign ministers of the two countries... Ambassador Mittal to Al-Raya:

The first meeting of the Qatari-Indian Joint Committee this year
eNew cooperation in space and information technology and artificial intelligence
eCelebrating 50 years of our diplomatic relations 2023
eMinisterial and official visits from India to Qatar in preparation
eDiscussions are under-way on various proposals for investments in the energy sector
o\\e appreciate Qatar's support to the people of India in our fight against the pandemic challenge
Doha - Ibrahim Badawi:

His Excellency Deepak Mittal, Ambassador of the Republic of India to the country, affirmed that
the Qatari-Indian relations will witness a historic moment with the holding of the first meeting of
the joint committee of the two countries at the level of the two foreign ministers this year.

His Excellency said in statements to Al Raya: We look forward to the visit of His Excellency Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdul Rahman Al Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs to
India during the current year to attend the first meeting of the Joint Committee with Minister of
Foreign Affairs Dr. S. Jaishankar.

Several visits at the ministerial and official level from India to Qatar are also in preparation.
Sophisticated Relationships

The Indian Ambassador said that the bilateral relations between Qatar and India have developed a
lot in the past year, despite the (Covid-19) pandemic, which was one of the most unprecedented
challenges faced by humanity in the modern era. Both countries have supported each other, during
these unprecedented circumstances. There was close cooperation and coordination between the two
countries to deal with this challenge, including building resilient healthcare systems, safe and
reliable supply chains, food security, and more.

He added, "We appreciate the support Qatar has given to the people of India in our fight against the
COVID challenge." Despite the pandemic, we have had some high-level visits, virtual exchanges
and new initiatives between various ministries and joint committees in foreign affairs, defense,
economy, investment, energy, transportation, communications, security, law enforcement, health,
and in the field of education, this year is immortal and unforgettable, with the opening of the first
Indian university in Qatar, Savitribi Phuli University, Pune.” The vibrant and diverse Indian
community in Qatar also helped strengthen ties further, and celebrated with great vigor and
enthusiasm the 75 years of India’s independence with tree planting, blood drives, beach cleanups,
cultural events, festivals and carnivals to host the Arab Football World Cup and tournaments.
Various sports and more.

Indians evacuated from Afghanistan



The Ambassador said: The past year witnessed wide bilateral participation and cooperation between
the two countries on the developments in Afghanistan. The two sides have maintained regular
contact through mutual visits and high-level consultations. About 283 Indians were evacuated from
Afghanistan to India via Doha.

The volume of trade exchanged between the two countries last year was 9.2 billion dollars Qatar is
the largest supplier of liquefied natural gas to India.

New Fields

On the prospects for relations this year, His Excellency the Ambassador said: Qatar and India - on
many different occasions - have expressed their willingness to advance relations to new heights.
The two sides are looking forward to more visits, including the visit of His Highness the Emir of the
country to India. Our Prime Minister extended the invitation, and His Highness accepted it. We also
look forward to the visit of His Excellency Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs to India this year to attend the first meeting of the
Joint Committee with Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. S. Jaishankar. Several visits at the ministerial
and official level from India to Qatar are also in the pipeline.

The Ambassador added: it is hoped that the momentum achieved last year will be embodied in
meetings at different levels in the new year. The first meeting of the joint committee at the level of
the two foreign ministers will be a historic moment in bilateral relations that will chart the way for
the future. We also look forward to His Highness' visit to India. Another important item on the joint
agenda - preparation for the joint celebrations of the 50th anniversary of full diplomatic relations
between India and Qatar, which we will celebrate in 2023, will be another historic milestone. Going
forward, both sides are keen to explore new areas of cooperation including space technology,
information technology, entrepreneurship, cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, academic and youth
exchanges among others. The Indian Space Research Organization Limited (NSIL) and Qatar's
Es'hailSat are in contact and working on how Qatar can benefit from India's space expertise. India
and Qatar are also preparing to work together in multilateral forums as well on global issues
including climate change, counter-terrorism, and cybersecurity, among others.

The Trade Exchange

On the development of economic and trade relations between the two countries, the Ambassador
said that last year, despite the COVID-19 pandemic, bilateral trade reached $9.2 billion, and this
year with the recovery of economies in both countries, we expect more growth in this sector. Qatar
is the largest supplier of liquefied natural gas to India. There has been a significant increase in
India's exports of food products, vegetables, medicines, steel products and building materials to
Qatar. Thus, Qatar plays an important role in India's energy security, and also India’s role in Qatar's
food security.

Increased investments

On mutual investments and opportunities to increase them, the Ambassador said: Last April, the
Qatar Investment Authority, along with other investors, invested $800 million in the Indian food
delivery company Swiggy. Last October, the Qatar Investment Authority, along with other
investors, invested $175 million in Rebel Foods Pvt Ltd. Given the large number of opportunities
that India offers, there is huge potential to boost Qatari investments in India. The size of the Indian
economy approaching $3 trillion, infrastructure development plans of $1.4 trillion, digital
ecosystem, outstanding human resources, private equity, capital investments, enabling environment



for start-ups among others, make India an attractive investment destination. Both Qatar and India
aspire to benefit from the potential of bilateral trade and investment relations to the fullest extent
possible. The energy and investment task forces that were formed in December 2020 are working to
achieve this goal. The Energy Task Force has held three meetings so far, and discussions are
ongoing on various proposals for investments in the energy sector. The Qatar Investment Authority
and the Investment Authority of India held meetings to discuss upcoming investment opportunities
in India.

The Ambassador stressed that the concerned ministers - from both sides - spare no effort to
communicate with each other for mutual economic development, with the participation and broad
interest of businessmen and the private sector.

Qatar-World Cup

Regarding Qatar's hosting of the 2022 FIFA World Cup this year, His Excellency the Ambassador of
India to Doha indicated that the successful 2021 Arab World Cup was a testament to Qatar's ability
to host major events. It was one of the first such major events after a long hiatus imposed by the
epidemic. The Indian community warmly welcomed the Arab World Cup with a big event, and they
are ready to be a part of the 2022 World Cup celebrations. This will be the first time that West Asia
will host the biggest football tournament in the world. 1 am sure it will be a wonderful group
experience for all the people of different nationalities who live in Qatar and who will come from
abroad and will cherish it for a long time. By introducing the elements of environmental awareness,
sustainable infrastructure, corporate social responsibility, and workers' well-being and health, in
preparation for the 2022 FIFA World Cup, it will have a lasting impact on society. We are proud that
Indian companies and Indian manpower are doing their part in these preparations through timely
completion of infrastructure projects. The Indian community in Qatar will cooperate with the Qatari
authorities in the successful management of this mega event.
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