


Translation of Interview by Ambassador of India to Qatar to “Al Raya” newspaper on
28 September 2021

“Qatar  played a commendable diplomatic, humanitarian and logistical role”: Ambassador
Deepak Mittal to Al-Raya.

India appreciates Qatar’s role in the stability of Afghanistan and the region

 Qatar's call to deal realistically with the developments in Afghanistan is in line with
the Security Council resolution.

 Qatar's success in the Afghan issue is a success for all neighbouring countries and
the international community.

 The return of our citizens from Afghanistan would not have been possible without
the efforts of the Qatari authorities.

 Indian and Qatari share common denominators to achieve peace and prosperity for
the Afghan people.

 Qatar has drawn a smile on the faces of displaced Afghan women and children.
 Consultations continue between Doha and New Delhi on the Afghan developments.

Doha - Ibrahim Badawi:

His Excellency Dr. Deepak Mittal, Ambassador of the Republic of India to Qatar affirmed
that Qatar plays a pivotal  role in achieving peace and stability in Afghanistan and the
region around it.

In  an  exclusive  interview with  Al-Raya,  he  said:  “Qatar's  success  in  Afghanistan  is  a
success for all neighbouring countries and the international community”, expressing hope
for  the success of these efforts  supported by his  country for a stable and prosperous
Afghanistan.

He pointed out that Discussions are being held between Doha and New Delhi regarding
Afghan developments. He also stated that the Qatar's call  to deal  realistically with the
situation  in  Afghanistan  corresponds  with  the  Security  Council’s  resolution  and  the
international consensus which calls for an inclusive government, the protection of human
rights and the fight against terrorism.

HE The Ambassador highly valued Qatar's role in evacuating 283 Indian citizens from
Afghanistan and returning them to their home safely, while affirming that Qatar played a
commendable role diplomatically, logistically and humanitarianly.

He also  praised  the  temporary  residence provided by  Qatar  for  the  displaced  Afghan
brothers which resulted in relieving them of their suffering and drawing a smile on their
faces after having been through a tough time. 

Other details are in the following dialogue:

Q: Your Excellency, the Qatari-Indian cooperation is going through an important stage after
the recent developments in Afghanistan, which is one of your neighbouring countries. How
was the  cooperation  with  Doha  to  deal  with  these  developments  and  overcome their
challenges?



Afghanistan is a very important neighbour for India. Great interest has emerged in the
region  regarding  the  developing  situation  there.  India  and  Qatar  share  common
denominators aimed at promoting peace, security and stability in Afghanistan. There are
constant  and  regular  consultations  between  us  even  before  the  latest  developments
occured. Qatar has been playing a very vital role for a while by signing the agreement
between the United States and the Taliban in Doha, and hosting the Afghan talks last
September. India participated in the launch of those talks, and consultations between our
two  countries  continued  with  mutual  visits.  There  are  constant  and intensive  talks  on
Afghanistan between the two countries’ foreign ministries as well as close cooperation and
exchange of views on the importance of promoting peace and stability in Afghanistan. In
order for people to live in peace, it is necessary to achieve development, prosperity and to
protect human rights, especially the rights of women, children and minorities. Continuous
consultations are taking place between Qatar and India to deal positively with the Afghan
developments. We supported the Qatari call for the formation of an inclusive government
that protects the rights of the people, as well as ensuring safe travel for those wishing to
leave Afghanistan and facilitating humanitarian access. 

Commendable role

To what extent has the Qatari role been beneficial to India? What is your assessment of
this diplomatic, humanitarian and logistical role?

Qatar has played a commendable role at all diplomatic levels by facilitating intra-Afghan
talks  with  the  aim  of  achieving  positive  development  and  a  comprehensive  political
settlement, paving the way for peace and prosperity in Afghanistan. Qatar was among the
first  countries  who  helped  in  various  areas  including  facilitating  communication  with
Afghanistan, working to restart Kabul Airport, and building a humanitarian bridge for aid.
Qatar did an amazing job in providing a safe corridor for the evacuation of foreigners and
Afghans  wishing  to  leave.  Among  those  evacuees  were  283  Indian  citizens  whose
evacuation and safe journey to India  was done through Doha on commercial flights.

Coordinating efforts

How was the coordination between the embassy and the Qatari authorities to return the
Indian citizens who were evacuated from Kabul Airport?

The coordination was very good. As soon as we received information about the arrival of
Indian evacuees from Afghanistan to Qatar, we contacted the Qatari authorities and they
were cooperative and quick to respond. They allowed us to meet our citizens and we
found some of  them without  proper  travel  documents,  so we worked to  complete  the
procedures and then facilitate their safe return to India. This was not possible without the
cooperation of the Qatari authorities.

Generous host

You had visited the residential  complex in Qatar that was allotted to host some of the
evacuees from Afghanistan. What were your impressions of this visit?

It was great to visit one of the housing complexes where some displaced Afghan families

were temporarily staying. The most impactful in my visit was to see smiles on the faces of

these displaced women, children, and men after going through a lot. They were hosted

with kindness and generosity in a comfortable environment with places for learning and



entertainment. The Indian community in Qatar presented some gifts to Afghan children and

women as an expression of enhancing friendship between the Indian and Afghan people.

We are confident that we can bring more smiles to the Afghan people.

Pragmatic Qatar

Qatar called on the world to deal pragmatically with the new situation in Afghanistan, and
that  the  priority  is  to  support  the  Afghan  people.  What  is  your  assessment  of  the
importance of this call?

I believe that this  realism  is translated by Security Council Resolution No. 2593, which

reflects the consensus of 193 member states of the United Nations on key points such as

encouraging all parties to seek a comprehensive political settlement through negotiation,

facilitating the access of humanitarian aid to the Afghan people, providing safe passage for

those wishing to leave and not using Afghan territory for any acts of terrorism, crime or

smuggling -which is crucial for the region and the international community as a whole-.

India has contributed for the support and development of the Afghan people by investing 3

billion dollars in various fields including the infrastructure of roads, electricity such as the

Al-Sadaqa  power  plant  in  Herat,  and  the  implementation  of  about  500  development

projects in several Afghan provinces, which includes health centers, schools, roads, and

bridges as well  as educational  grants for more than 65,000 Afghans to study in India.

While the Corona pandemic emerged, India sent support including vaccines, medicines,

and  medical  supplies.  All  of  this  constituted  in  creating  a  positive  impact  on  the

development  of  Afghanistan.  India  is  committed  to  continuing  humanitarian  and

development support as a priority which the Afghan people are currently in need of.

Continuous coordination

Where has the coordination between Qatar and India reached with regard to the Afghan
matters now?

India continues to work with Qatar and the international community on Afghanistan. We
support Qatari efforts to promote peace and stability in Afghanistan while we continue to
consult and work together at the bilateral and multilateral levels. We have common visions
for a stable and prosperous Afghanistan and we are operating closely with the international
community to deliver humanitarian aid and facilitate its access. There are also security
concerns for the neighbouring countries and the region which makes it important that there
is peace not only inside Afghanistan but also peace around it.

Qatar’s success

What are your expectations for Doha's efforts in the Afghan file in the upcoming period in
light of its remarkable engagement in dialogue with all concerned parties?

Qatar has a very important role and India hopes that the Qatari efforts will  succeed in
building  bridges  of  communication  and  enhancing  its  effectiveness  in  working  with
Afghanistan, as well as strengthening the humanitarian bridge which the Afghan people
are in dire need of at this stage. We also hope for the success of Qatar in its endeavours
to continue the constructive dialogue to form an inclusive government that respects human
rights and minorities. Qatar’s success is the success of all neighbouring countries and the
international community, and we are together on this path hand in hand working closely on



Afghan developments because our goals are common and are in the interest of all. We
hope that there will be no security threats, which is what India, Qatar, and the international
community as a whole want. We are all working within the framework of the latest Security
Council  resolution  and  are  looking  at  actions  on  the  ground  and  our  hope  is  peace,
stability, and prosperity for the Afghan people.

*********


